
GFO-21-604 Pre-Application Workshop
Rural Electric Vehicle (REV) Charging Solicitation

Fuels and Transportation Division
January 5, 2022 | 10:00 am



Workshop Agenda
• Welcome and Introductions

• Solicitation Overview

• Application Components

• Application Evaluation

• Application Submittal

• Questions & Answers

• Next Steps

• Adjourn
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Housekeeping

• Workshop is recorded on Zoom

• Grant Funding Opportunity Webpage: 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2021-12/gfo-21-604-clean-
transportation-program-rural-electric-vehicle-rev-charging

• Virtual participation via Zoom or telephone during the Q&A period
• Written Questions to Commission Agreement Officer:

Angela Hockaday, Angela.Hockaday@energy.ca.gov
Subject: GFO-21-604
Deadline: January 19, 2022 by 5:00 PM
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Commitment to Diversity
The CEC adopted a resolution strengthening its commitment to diversity in 
our funding programs. The CEC continues to encourage disadvantaged and 
underrepresented businesses and communities to engage in and benefit from 
our many programs.

To meet this comment, CEC staff conducts outreach efforts and activities to:

• Engage with disadvantaged and underrepresented groups throughout the 
state;

• Notify potential new applicants about the CEC’s funding opportunities;

• Assistant applicants in understanding how to apply for funding from the 
CEC’s programs;

• Survey participants to measure progress in diversity outreach efforts.
4



Diversity Survey

One Minute Survey
The information supplied will be used for public 
reporting purposes to display anonymous overall 
attendance of diverse groups.

Zoom Participants, please use the link in the chat to 
access the survey or scan the QR code on the left of 
the screen with a phone or tablet to access the 
survey.Scan the code on a phone 

or tablet with a QR reader 
to access the survey.

Survey will be closed at the end of the day.
Survey Link: 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RBI6rPQT9k6NG7qicUgZTiiPUnGGkFxKsOAVCy09xrFUOVdEMzZGQVhQVzIyTFY1RjRLUE5
TNVBYTy4u
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Find Partners on EmpowerInnovation.net

Empower Innovation aims to accelerate your
clean tech journey with easy access to funding opportunities

from the Energy Commission and others, resources and events,
and connections to people and organizations. 

www.empowerinnovation.net

FIND A PARTNER
Announce your interest in funding
opportunities and message potential
project partners directly.

RESOURCES & TOOLS
Browse the collection of resources including 
Resource Libraries, Funding Sources, Tools,
and Databases. 
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Clean Transportation Program

• Established in 2007 by Assembly Bill 118 (2007)

• Extended to January 1, 2024, by Assembly Bill 8 (2013)

• Provides approximately $95 million of funding per year through 2023

• Investment Plan determines funding allocations across various categories
• Supports workforce training and development

7



Policy Drivers
• 2021-2023 Investment Plan Update for the Clean Transportation 

Program
• Assembly Bill 2127 Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure 

Assessment – Analyzing Charging Needs to Support Zero-Emission 
Vehicles in 2030

• California Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Deployment Assessment: 
Senate Bill 1000 Report 

• Senate Bill 350 Low-Income Barriers Study, Part B: Overcoming 
Barriers to Clean Transportation Access for Low-Income 
Residents

• Executive Order N-79-20

Solicitation Manual pp. 8-9, “Reference Documents” 8

https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/clean-transportation-program/clean-transportation-program-investment-6
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/electric-vehicle-charging-infrastructure-assessment-ab-2127
https://www.energy.ca.gov/resources/publications/energy-commission-publications?combine=CEC-600-2020-009&field_publication_classification_target_id=All&field_publication_program_target_id=All
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/carb-barriers-report-final-guidance-document
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/9.23.20-EO-N-79-20-Climate.pdf


Solicitation Overview

Rural Electric Vehicle (REV) Charging Solicitation
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Solicitation Process

Pre-
Solicitation 
Workshop
June 2021

Solicitation 
Release

December 14, 
2021

Applications 
Due

March 11, 
2022

Notice of 
Proposed 
Awards

May 2022

CEC Business 
Meeting 
Q3 2022

Project Start
Q3 2022
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Purpose of Solicitation

• Competitive grant solicitation

• Projects for rural residents that will:

 Demonstrate replicable and scalable light-duty electric vehicle (EV) 
charging business and technology models 

 Increase EV charging access

 Support electric miles traveled and enable greater EV adoption

Solicitation Manual p. 4 11



Available Funding

• $4,800,000 total is available under this solicitation

• The minimum grant award per project is $500,000

• The maximum grant award per project is 80% of the total project cost or 
$1,600,000 (whichever is less)

Solicitation Manual p. 6 12



Distribution of Funding

Project Region Counties
Available Funding 

per Region

North
Butte, Colusa, Del Norte, Glenn, Humboldt, Lake, Lassen, 
Mendocino, Modoc, Nevada, Plumas, Shasta, Sierra, 
Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity 

$1,600,000

Central
Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, El Dorado, Fresno, Inyo, Kings, 
Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Mono, Placer, San Joaquin, 
Stanislaus, Sutter, Tulare, Tuolumne, Yolo, Yuba 

$1,600,000

South Imperial, Kern, Monterey, Riverside, San Benito, San 
Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura $1,600,000

Solicitation Manual pp. 6, 13-14 

Certain counties and cities are ineligible locations under this solicitation.
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Applications and Awards

• Applicants may submit multiple applications.

• Applicants are eligible for no more than two-thirds of the total solicitation 
funding.

• The highest ranked projects with at least the minimum passing score will be 
recommended for funding until all funds available under this solicitation are 
exhausted.

Solicitation Manual pp. 5-7 14



Eligible Applicants

• This solicitation is open to all public and private entities.

• Engagement with local community-based organizations is encouraged.

Solicitation Manual pp. 10-12 15



Eligible Projects
• Eligible projects include, but are not limited to, any combination of the following:

• Widespread strategic deployment models

• Fast charging corridors

• Charging in rural community centers

• Low-power on-site charging

• Streetlight or utility pole charging

• Mobile chargers

• Renewable distributed energy resources (DERs) and energy storage systems

Projects must include deployment and installation of chargers.

Solicitation Manual pp. 12-13 16



Project Requirements
• At least 50% of total project costs in disadvantaged or low-income 

communities

• 97% uptime for a period of 5 years from commissioning

• Chargers that are available at least 18 hours per day 

• Chargers that provide customer support service and multiple point-of-sale 
methods

• Well-lit charging locations and parking areas with adequate signage 

Solicitation Manual pp. 12-17 17



Charging Equipment Requirements
• Different requirements for DCFC, Level 1, and Level 2 chargers.

• Examples:
• Requirements for CCS or SAE J1772 standard cords
• Tesla and CHAdeMO connectors are allowed

• See solicitation manual for complete list of charging equipment 
requirements.

Solicitation Manual pp. 15-16 19



AB 841 Electric Vehicle Infrastructure 
Training Program (EVITP) Requirements
AB 841 (Ting, 2020) added Public Utilities Code (PUC) section 740.20, 
which requires Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Training Program (EVITP) 

certification to install electric vehicle charging infrastructure and equipment 
for work performed on or after January 1, 2022, subject to certain 

exceptions. 

The CEC is applying the EVITP certification requirements to project work 
resulting from this GFO, regardless of whether it might be performed prior 

to January 1, 2022, unless an exception applies.

Information on EVITP training is available at https://evitp.org/evitp-
training-la/

Solicitation Manual p. 16 19
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Eligible Project Costs
Examples of Eligible Project Costs Examples of Project Costs that are 

NOT Eligible 
• EVSE
• Transformers
• Electric panels
• Conduit
• Wiring
• Meters
• DERs or energy storage equipment/systems capable of 

providing power to EV chargers
• Photovoltaic solar panels separately metered for 

electric charging
• Installation costs
• Planning and engineering design costs
• Stub-outs
• Demand management equipment
• Equipment warranties
• Maintenance, maintenance agreement
• Local engagement and outreach on rural EV charging

• Vehicle purchases

• Standard outlets (110/120 volt or 220/240 volt)

• Nonrenewable distributed energy resources

• Distribution grid or other equipment costs that are 

otherwise covered by programs or tariff rules of the 

electric utilities

• Paper studies or research projects 

• Projects that are primarily surveys

• Proposals for vehicle demonstrations or 

demonstrations of existing technologies

Solicitation Manual pp. 17-18 20



Match Funding Requirements
• Match must be at least 20% of the total project costs.

• Match can be in the form of cash and/or in-kind match.

Example Calculation:

• Total project cost is $1,800,000

• Match share contribution must be at least $360,000

• $360,000 ÷ $1,800,000 = 20%

• CEC cost would be no more than $1,800,000 - $360,000 = $1,440,000

Solicitation Manual pp. 18-21 21



Application Components

Rural Electric Vehicle (REV) Charging Solicitation
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Application Organization
Item Action Needed by 

Applicant
Application Form (Attachment 1) Complete attachment
Project Narrative Create document
Scope of Work Template (Attachment 2) Complete attachment
Schedule of Products and Due Dates (Attachment 4) Complete attachment
Budget Forms (Attachment 5) Complete attachment
Resumes Create document(s) 
Contact List (Attachment 6) Complete attachment
Letters of Support/Commitment Create document(s)
CEQA Worksheet (Attachment 7) Complete attachment
Localized Health Impacts Information Form (Attachment 8) Complete attachment
Clean Transportation Program Terms and Conditions (Attachment 9) None
Past Performance Reference Form (Attachment 10) Complete attachment(s)

Special Terms and Conditions for California Native American Tribes (Attachment 11) None

Operation and Maintenance Plan Create document

Solicitation Manual p. 24

23



Application Form (Attachment 1)

• Applicants must include a completed full 
Application Form which describes the 
project, funds requested, partnerships, 
applicant eligibility, and other 
information

• Signature requirement on the 
application form is waived

Solicitation Manual pp. 24-25 24



Project Narrative

• Applicants must submit a project 
narrative

• The project narrative must 
respond to each scoring criterion 
described in the Evaluation 
Criteria (pp. 38-40 of the solicitation 
manual)

• Limit is 25 pages

• Must provide a table of contents

• Use 11-point font, single-spaced, and 
a blank line between paragraphs

Solicitation Manual pp. 23-29 25



Scope of Work (Attachment 2)

• Applicants must complete Attachment 2

• Describe exactly what the project will do

• Identify what will be delivered to the CEC

• Be sure to include in the technical tasks:

• Descriptive language on the work that 
the project will conduct to address 
requirements in Section II.B Project 
Requirements

• At least one deliverable per technical 
task.

Solicitation Manual p. 29 26



Schedule of Products and Due Dates
(Attachment 4)

• Applicants must complete Attachment 4

• Add task names and deliverables that 
correspond to the Scope of Work

• Provide realistic dates on when deliverables 
can be completed

Solicitation Manual p. 29 27



Budget (Attachment 5)
• Applicants must complete Attachment 5
• Follow Budget Instructions
• Identify how CEC funds and match funds will 

be spent to complete the project
• All reimbursable costs must be incurred within 

the approved term of the funding agreement

For more information on updates to the CEC 
budget forms, visit the CEC ECAMS Resources 
webpage at https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-
opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-resources

Solicitation Manual pp. 29-31 28
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Resumes 

• Applicants must include resumes for key 
personnel identified in the application

• Resumes are limited to a maximum of 2 
pages each

Solicitation Manual p. 31 29



Contact List (Attachment 6)

• Applicants must include a completed Contact 
List by including the appropriate points of 
contact for the Applicant

• The CEC will complete the CEC points of 
contact during agreement development

Solicitation Manual p. 31 30



Letters of Support/Commitment

• Applicants must include certain Commitment Letters

• From entities or individuals that are committing match funding

• From key project partners that will make contributions to the project

• Support letters are optional

• Limit of two pages per letter

Solicitation Manual pp. 31-32 31



California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Worksheet (Attachment 7)

• Applicants must submit a completed CEQA 
Worksheet to determine CEQA compliance 
obligations.

• The CEC requires this information to assist 
with our CEQA determinations.

Solicitation Manual p. 32 32



Local Health Impacts Information Form 
(Attachment 8)

• Applicants must complete and submit a 
Local Health Impacts Information Form.

• The CEC requires this information for a 
localized health impacts report.

Solicitation Manual p. 33 33



Past Performance Reference Form 
(Attachment 10)

• Applicants must complete Attachment 10 to 
provide references for:

• Agreements with the CEC in the last 10 
years

• The five most recent agreements with other 
public agencies within the past 10 years

• Include contact information. References may be 
contacted by CEC staff.

• Applicants must fill out a separate Past 
Performance Reference Form for each 
agreement received by the applicant.

Solicitation Manual p. 33 34



Operation and Maintenance Plan

• Applicants must submit an Operation and Maintenance Plan

• Refer to page 33 of the solicitation manual for a detailed description of 
what to include in the Plan

• Explain who will be responsible for operating and maintaining charging 
equipment and who will cover these costs

• Explain how the uptime and customer service project requirements will be 
met

• Limit the plan to 10 pages

Solicitation Manual pp. 16, 33 35



Application Evaluation

Rural Electric Vehicle (REV) Charging Solicitation
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How Will My Application Be Evaluated?

Stage One: Application Screening
• Administrative Screening Criteria (Pass/Fail)
• Technical Screening Criteria (Pass/Fail)
• Past Performance Criteria (Pass/Fail)

Stage Two: Application Technical Evaluation and Scoring

*Applicants must pass ALL screening criteria, or the application shall be 
disqualified and eliminated from further evaluation.

Solicitation Manual pp. 34-36 37



Administrative Screening Criteria

Criteria Pass/Fail
1. The application is received by CEC’s Contracts, 
Grants, and Loans Office by the due date and time 
specified in the “Key Activities Schedule” in Section I of 
this solicitation.

Pass or Fail

2. The applicant provides the required authorizations 
and certifications. Pass or Fail

3. The applicant has not included a statement that is 
contrary to the required authorizations and 
certifications.

Pass or Fail

Solicitation Manual p. 34 38



Technical Screening Criteria

Criteria Pass/Fail
1. The Applicant is an eligible applicant. Pass or Fail
2. The project is an eligible project. Pass or Fail
3. The applicant meets the minimum match share 
requirement, if any. Pass or Fail

4. The applicant passes the past performance criterion. Pass or Fail

Solicitation Manual p. 34 39



Past Performance Screening

1. An Applicant may be disqualified due to severe performance issues 
characterized by significant negative outcomes under one or more prior or 
active CEC agreement(s) within the last 10 years.

2. Any applicant that does not have an active or prior agreement equates to 
no severe performance issues and therefore would pass this screening 
criteria.

Solicitation Manual pp. 34-35 40



Application Technical Evaluation and Scoring

• The Evaluation Committee applies the scoring scale to the evaluation 
criteria.

• Applications must obtain a minimum passing score of 70% or 70
points in order to be considered for funding.

• Review Section IV of the solicitation manual and ensure the application 
provides a clear and complete response to each scoring criteria.

Solicitation Manual pp. 36-37 41



Application Evaluation and Scoring

Scoring Criterion Possible Points
1. Project Implementation and Readiness 35
2. Project Location, Accessibility, and Safety 20
3. Project Benefits 20
4. Project Innovation and Sustainability 5
5. Team Qualifications 10
6. Project Budget 10

Total Possible Points 100
Minimum Points to Pass (70%) 70

Solicitation Manual pp. 38-40 42



Project Implementation and Readiness 
(35 points)

Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The project will support the stated goals of this solicitation.
• The project addresses the rural communities’ needs for charging infrastructure and supports travel by rural residents.
• The project demonstrates a replicable and scalable business model to provide convenient and accessible EV charging 

for rural areas.
• The project provides outreach to rural communities and engages potential end users and site hosts.
• The project supports any applicable local and regional plans for EV readiness.
• The proposed charging equipment has features to deter or prevent vandalism, or any other features to reduce 

potential downtime. 
• Project lighting will effectively illuminate charging area and the project will result in safe charging environments. 
• The applicant proposes clear, detailed, and convincing strategies in the Operation and Maintenance Plan to ensure 

97% charger uptime and customer satisfaction. Operation of charging equipment and supporting elements will result 
in accessible, convenient, and reliable infrastructure that is most appropriate for the identified rural community(ies).

• The project team will engage local community-based organizations and residents in decision-making processes 
throughout the term of the CEC funded agreement to ensure that the project continues to benefit rural residents.

• Local engagement and outreach funds, if applicable, are necessary to support successful implementation and 
operation of the project.

• The project will mitigate potential damage to the charging equipment and supporting elements from extreme weather 
typically experienced in the deployment area. 

• Customer support service will adequately address customer concerns at the charging site.
• Completion dates are reasonable and demonstrate that the project can be successfully implemented. 

Solicitation Manual p. 38
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Project Location, Accessibility, and Safety
(20 points)

Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• Site selection reflects the needs and inputs of rural community(ies).
• The applicant has conducted preliminary site analysis and completed preliminary site 

design. If sites are not identified or secured, appropriate sites will be quickly identified and 
secured. 

• Letters of support or commitment from site hosts, utilities, and other project partners 
demonstrate the applicant has identified project sites and the sites are secured.

• The site(s) are located in low-income communities and/or disadvantaged communities.
• The project avoids undeveloped greenfields and/or uses brownfields.
• The site(s) will be safe, accessible, and convenient.
• The site(s) optimizes the distance between existing DC fast chargers. If additional DC fast 

chargers are needed in an area with existing DC fast chargers, the applicant clearly 
explains how the DC fast charger addresses requirements identified by the rural 
community.

Solicitation Manual pp. 38-39
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Project Benefits (20 points)
Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The project will benefit rural residents and communities, including emission reductions, public 

health, economic, and cost-saving benefits.
• The project maximizes benefits for low-income and disadvantaged communities.
• The project exceeds the required percentage of funding in low-income and disadvantaged 

communities.
• The project provides economic benefits and cost savings.
• The project minimizes the cost of charging to drivers, and assumptions utilized are documented 

and reasonable.
• The proposed project results in high benefit-cost score defined as the ratio of grams of CO2

equivalent reduction per dollar of Energy Commission investment for the proposed project term. 
• The project maximizes the dissemination of data, results and lessons for knowledge transfer and 

advancement of charging to serve rural residents.
• The proposed project will continue beyond the term of the Energy Commission’s funding 

agreement.

Solicitation Manual p. 39
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Project Innovation and Sustainability
(5 points)

Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The project is innovative and fits the built environment, use case, and vehicle types of the identified 

rural community.
• The project implements vehicle-grid integration operations, if applicable.
• The project addresses limited power distribution capacity and/or mitigates negative grid impacts, if 

applicable.
• The project demonstrates the ability to improve resiliency of California’s grid and response to extreme 

weather events and other emergencies.
• The project will continue project operations beyond the term of the CEC funding agreement.

Solicitation Manual p. 39
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Team Qualifications (10 points)
Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The project team’s qualifications (including relevant expertise, experience, and skill 

sets) are suitable to the tasks described in the proposed scope of work.
• The applicant and project team have demonstrated exceptional administrative and 

technical performance under existing or prior funding agreements.
• The applicant demonstrates the ability to develop milestones and deadlines, and 

successfully complete milestones associated with large, complex projects.
• Team member and key project partner functions are fully documented, complete and 

appropriate for project implementation.

Solicitation Manual p. 40
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Project Budget (10 points)
Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The project budget is justifiable and reasonable relative to the project goals, 

objectives, and tasks defined in the scope of work.
• The project minimizes administrative and overhead costs for reimbursement. 
• The match funding commitments, if required, are documented, verifiable, and 

necessary to support the successful completion of the project.

Solicitation Manual p. 40
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Special Note on Terms and Conditions

Rural Electric Vehicle (REV) Charging Solicitation
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Terms and Conditions

• The Terms and Conditions are changing with ECAMS.

• Attachment 9 includes the pre-ECAMS Clean Transportation Program Terms 
and Conditions, plus Appendix 1 that explains streamlining grant terms and 
conditions that the CEC is implementing.

• Appendix 1 reflects updated terms and conditions that will apply to 
agreements that result from this solicitation.

• More information is on the ECAMS Resources webpage at 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-
resources.
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Application Submittal

Rural Electric Vehicle (REV) Charging Solicitation
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GFO Submission Requirements (Electronic)
• Method of delivery is the CEC’s Grant Solicitation System, available at: 

https://gss.energy.ca.gov

• First time users must register as a new user to access system.

• Electronic files must be in Microsoft Word (.doc, .docx) and Excel (.xls, .xlsx) 
formats, unless originally provided in the solicitation in another format.

• Until further notice, any requirement in CEC solicitations to provide a signature 
is waived (even if it is in the screening criteria). No signature, even electronic 
is necessary. 

• Notice on CEC’s waiver of the signature requirement is available at 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/solicitations

Solicitation Manual pp. 23 - 24 52
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GFO Submission

Submit applications early! 
The GSS system will stop accepting application 
documents promptly at the deadline of 11:59 p.m. on 
March 11, 2022.
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GFO Submission Resources

• How to Apply via the Grant Solicitation System: 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/1654. 

• This presentation explains how to:
• Create an account
• Create a new application
• Select the correct solicitation
• Upload application files
• Edit application
• Review and submit

• Tips and Frequently Asked Questions

54
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Key Dates

Activity Action Date
Solicitation Release Dec. 14, 2021
Pre-Application Workshop Jan. 5, 2022
Deadline for Written Questions by 5:00 p.m. Jan. 19, 2022
Anticipated Distribution of Question/Answers Week of Feb. 7, 2022
Deadline to Submit Applications by 11:59 p.m. March 11, 2022
Anticipated Notice of Proposed Awards Posting Week of May 16, 2022
Anticipated Energy Commission Business Meeting August 10, 2022

Solicitation Manual p. 5 55



Question and Answers
Three ways to ask questions:
Please state your name and affiliation. Keep questions under 3 minutes to allow time for 
others.

1. Use the raise hand function in Zoom
Zoom Phone Controls:
• *6 – Toggle mute/unmute
• *9 – Raise hand

2. Type questions in the Zoom Q&A Box

3. Submit written questions
Send written questions to Angela.Hockaday@energy.ca.gov
Deadline: January 19, 2022 by 5:00 p.m. PST

Note that an official CEC response will be provided in writing and posted on the GFO webpage 
in early February.
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Written Questions
Please send all questions related to GFO-21-604 REV Charging to:

Angela Hockaday
Commission Agreement Officer
715 P Street, MS-18
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 931-5973
Angela.Hockaday@energy.ca.gov
(Please add subject line: GFO-21-604)

Deadline to submit questions: January 19, 2022, 5:00 p.m. PST

Deadline to submit applications: March 11, 2022, 11:59 p.m. PST
57
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Next Steps

Activity Action Date
Deadline for Written Questions by 5:00 p.m. January 19, 2022

Anticipated Distribution of Question/Answers Week of February 7, 
2022

Deadline to Submit Applications by 11:59 p.m. March 11, 2022

Anticipated Notice of Proposed Awards Posting Week of May 16, 
2022

Updates to solicitation documents will be posted on the GFO Webpage:
https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2021-12/gfo-21-604-clean-
transportation-program-rural-electric-vehicle-rev-charging
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Thank You!

Applications are due March 11, 2022, by 11:59 p.m.
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